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Child Participation Policy
This policy will define the guidelines and rules concerning 

children participating in productions at Oyster Mill Playhouse. 

Effective: January 1, 2010
Definition of “Child”:

A child, as defined by Oyster Mill Playhouse, will be any individual twelve (12) years of age or younger. 

Child Participation:

Any child, as defined above, wanting to participate in a production at Oyster Mill Playhouse must have their parent or legal guardian read this policy and sign a letter of understanding that accept the terms of this policy. Any Parent/ Legal Guardian not willing to comply with this policy will result in their Child not being able to participate in the production.
Adult Supervision:

In order for a child to participate in a production, two (2) adults must be present at all times. One (1) of these may be the director, stage manager or other actor over the age of 18. One (1) of these adults must be a non-cast or non-crew member dedicated solely to the child at all times. This person will be defined as the Child Wrangler (CW). The Child Wrangler will be an Oyster Mill Playhouse volunteer. If a volunteer cannot be found, a parent or legal guardian (P/LG) of the child must fill this role. 
· The Child Wrangler (or parent/ legal guardian if applicable) must be present for all rehearsals, performances and meetings in which the child must attend. 
· If the CW cannot be present for a rehearsal, the P/LG must attend or the child may not participate that day.
· The P/LG, when dropping off their child for a rehearsal or performance, must leave them with the CW. If the Child Wrangler is not yet available, P/LG must wait with their child until the CW arrives.
· The CW must wait with the child at the theatre or rehearsal space until the P/LG arrives to pick them up. The CW may only allow a child to leave with those designated on the letter of understanding, unless prior arrangements have been made. 
Theatre Policies:

The following are policies the theatre agrees to abide by when dealing with a participating child:

· Children must be done with rehearsal no later than 9:00 pm, with the exception of tech week and performances. The stop times for these exceptions will be given to the P/LG in advance. 

· All children will have a separate designated dressing area separate form the adult actors. The door will be closed at all times. 

· When more than one (1) child is participating in a production the CW will be responsible for no more than four (4) children. When more than (4) children are participating additional Child Wranglers will be needed. As stated above, if a CW is not available the parent/ legal guardians are responsible for this role. 
Letter of Understanding

I, ___________________________________________ parent/ legal guardian of 

   (Print Name)

_____________________________________________, have read the attached policy 

  (Print Child’s Name)

regarding my child’s participation. By signing below, I confirm that I understand and will comply with its contents. I also understand that failure to comply with the Child Participation Policy will result in my child being unable to participate in the production.

________________________________________________
__________________________

Signature of Parent/ Guardian




Date

_________________________________________________
__________________________

Witness







Date

In order to ensure your child’s safety, please list the person(s) allowed to pick up your child after rehearsals or performances. If anyone other than those listed below will be providing transportation home for your child, you must inform the Child Wrangler prior to rehearsal.

________________________________________________
__________________________

Name







Relation

________________________________________________
__________________________

Name







Relation

________________________________________________
__________________________

Name







Relation

________________________________________________
__________________________

Name







Relation

