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“Ivy Gap” Opens August 21st

Volunteer for House Staff
Looking to be a part of the magic of live theatre but have no theatrical
experience? Get your feet wet by becoming a front of house volunteer. We are
currently looking for ushers, house managers, and box office managers to run
the front of house during our upcoming production of First Baptist of Ivy Gap. As
an added bonus, and as a "thank you," for helping out, you will be able to see
the show free of charge on the night you work as house staff. Simply click on the
link below. (Please note, those volunteering as house manager and box office
manager must have had prior training through Oyster Mill Playhouse.)

Oyster Mill presents the sixth production of its
2015 season with “First Baptist of Ivy Gap”. Come
out and support the actresses who are presenting
this dramatic comedy written by Ron Osborne.
st
The public performances will be on August 21 ,
nd
th
th
th
rd
th
22 , 27 , 28 , 29 , and September 3 , 4 , and
th
5 starting at 8:00 PM. There will be a Sunday
th
th
matinee on August 30 and September 6 at 2:00
PM. Special thanks (ahead of time) to those cast
and crew members (at time of publication) that
made this show possible:

A huge, “Thank You,” to our past and present House Staff volunteers, and if
you’re looking to volunteer as part of our House Staff, we’ve made it very easy
by creating an on-line sign-up!
Click Here to Sign Up for House Staff

CAST INFORMATION
LUBY MOORE

ALIZA BARDFIELD

OLENE WIFFER

Cast Announced for “Next to Normal”
SPONSORED BY CAPITAL BLUE

EMILY JOYCE

EDITH ELLINGTON

Congratulations to the following actors who were
recently cast in Next to Normal at open auditions on July
19th & 20th. Director S. F. J. Martin and the cast are
beginning rehearsals for this musical with book and lyrics
by Brian Yorkey and music by Tom Kitt. The show is being
produced by special arrangement with Music Theatre
International, Inc.

MARCIE WARNER

SAMMY PORTER

CRESSION SONI

VERA REYNOLDS

NANCY PARSONS

MAE ELLEN RAFFERTY

MARIE JOY HUNT

DIRECTOR

The production dates are September 25th through
October 11th, and is sponsored by Capital BLUE. The cast
list for the show is as follows:

MIKE STUBBS

PRODUCER

CHRIS HOLBERT

STAGE MANAGER

STEPHANIE VIA

CAST INFORMATION
DIANA GOODMAN
DAN GOODMAN

Save the Date…
Oyster Mill will be holding its required
September General Membership Meeting on
th
the 27 of September at 4:00 PM. The purpose
of the meeting is to discuss the financial state
of the playhouse. Also, updates that have
occurred over the summer will be shared.
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Congratulations!!! Did you know that over sixty people auditioned for “Next
to Normal” at OMP? There was even two video auditions, and actors came
from as far away as Philadelphia. Actors came from Philadelphia. We were
contacted by Pittsburgh & Baltimore, however “NO PAY NO WAY”
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“Loves” Auditions – August 23rd & 24th

Spotlight On: Emily Joyce
by Melissa Hurwitz

rd

Auditions will be held for How the Other Half Loves on August 23 and
th
24 starting at 7:00 PM each night at the Oyster Mill Playhouse. The
play is directed by Greg Merkel and produced by special arrangement
with Samuel French. Production dates for How the Other Half Loves are
th
nd
November 6 through November 22 . The script was written by Alan
Ayckbourn. A description of the show is provided below:
How The Other Half Loves is a comedy involving three couples: the well-to-do
Fosters, who are in their 50's; the middle class Phillips, who are in their late 30's,
middle class; and the up and coming Detweilers, who are also in their 30's. The
play takes place over the course of a few days on a single set, which represents
two separate but over-lapping living rooms: the Fosters’ living room, a smart
room with reproduction period furniture; and the Phillips’ living room, more
contemporary and shabby.
Frank Foster employs both Bob Phillips and William Detweiler. Frank and Fiona
Foster have a polite and distant marriage while Bob and Teresa Phillips argue
constantly. William Detweiler controls his timid wife, Mary.
Bob is having an affair with Frank’s wife, Fiona. Teresa confronts Bob after a late
night out. Bob tells her that William’s wife Mary is having an affair and that he
had been comforting William. Simultaneously, Frank asks Fiona about the late
night out. Fiona tells him that William is having an affair and that she had been
comforting Mary.
While sworn to secrecy, Frank and Teresa each invite the innocent Detweilers to
supper on successive nights to attempt to save the Detweiler’s marriage. The
evenings are disasters with Teresa leaving Bob.
Mary tries to patch up the Phillips marriage; William becomes convinced that
Mary is having an affair with Bob; and Frank, who has fueled the confusion, saves
the day.

Actors will be asked to read from the script at auditions. A description
for each character can be found below, and the ages listed are “playing
ages”

Having just completed her sophomore year in high school at
Cumberland Valley (CV), Emily Joyce is already quite accomplished in
theater. Emily says she was a shy kid growing up in Philadelphia, but a
middle school teacher encouraged her to try acting. She got the role
of the Mayor of Munchkin Land in her school’s Wizard of Oz
th
th
production in 6 grade, and then in 7 grade, the role of the Queen of
Hearts in Alice in Wonderland.
Two years ago Emily moved to central PA with her parents and two
older sisters in order to be nearer to her grandparents. She became
active in CV’s student-run theater program, appearing in their musical
and fall and spring plays. She was then elected head of the theater
program and will be a co-leader with some of her friends. This will
give Emily the opportunity to direct and produce shows beginning in
her junior year.
Emily has studied dance with Kelly Strange and voice with Allison
Graham. She has also been very active at Open Stage of Harrisburg.
She participated in their Musical Theatre Workshop for one year and
spent two years in 180PREP, which is their program for serious high
school actors. Emily said that this was the best theater program she
had ever been in, and that it made her realize she could actually
pursue theater as a career. She is currently exploring the possibilities
of which aspect of theater she wants to major in, and whether she will
be attending college or conservatory.
Emily loves participating in community theater and has made many
theater friends along the way. She was most recently on stage at
Little Theater of Mechanicsburg in There Goes The Bride, and will now
be appearing here at OMP as Olene Wiffer in the upcoming
production of First Baptist of Ivy Gap, opening August 21st.

FIONA FOSTER: Upper middle class, late 40’s/early 50’s. She is married
to Frank Foster, and is having an affair with Bob Phillips, her husband’s
employee. Fiona is self-assured.

August Calendar of Events

FRANK FOSTER: Upper middle class, slightly older than Fiona. He is
married to Fiona Foster, and owns his own company which employs
both Bob Phillips and William Detweiler. Frank is a bit dotty, perhaps
borderline dementia.

AUGUST 2015

TERESA PHILLIPS: Middle class housewife, late 30’s / early 40’s. Teresa
is married to Bob Phillips. She is trying to keep her marriage, home, and
her life together. Teresa is looking for some purpose in her life. She is a
bit frowsy.
BOB PHILLIPS: Middle class working stiff, early 40’s. He is married to
Teresa Phillips. Bob is having an affair with Fiona Foster, his boss’s wife.
He is frustrated in his marriage and his home life.
WILLIAM DETWEILER: Middle class, late 30’s. He is married to Mary
Detweiler, and works for Frank Foster in accounting. He sucks up to
Frank Foster. Something of a control freak when it comes to Mary
Detweiler, his wife. A bit nerdy but overcompensates for it.
MARY DETWEILER: Middle class, late 30’s. She is married to and
controlled by William Detweiler. Mary is inhibited, shy, and insecure in
social situations.
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“First Baptist of Ivy Gap” – Public Performances
 21, 22, 27, 28, 29 – 8:00 PM | 30 – 2:00 PM
OMP Executive Board Meeting
 22 – 10:30 AM
“How the Other Half Loves” -- Auditions
 23 & 24 – 7:00 PM
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Five Questions by Larry Wineland

Volunteers Needed Behind the Scenes

This month’s edition features Keith Bowerman, who just took over the
job of Public Relations Officer here at Oyster Mill, and has appeared in
several roles at various theatres in the greater Harrisburg area:

Oyster Mill puts on eight quality productions a year. The audiences
come and mostly have only positive comments to say about the
experiences they have at the playhouse. The actors do a fine job of
portraying the characters, but they just make up part of the equation
that makes a successful production.

1. What is your favorite play?
I’d have to say either Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest, or
Tom Stoppard’s Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead. Jean-Paul
Sartre’s No Exit is also up there as well. I very much enjoy absurdist
humor, and Ernest is just a brilliant piece of writing.

2. What is your favorite musical?
While it’s probably more of a revue than a straight musical, I’m extremely
fond of Lies and Legends: The Musical Stories of Harry Chapin. My parents
were really into Chapin, and as such I’ve been listening to him since I was a
small child. Seeing these stories that I’ve loved for so long staged and
woven together is very exciting.

3. What character would you love to play that you haven't been
able to up to this time and why?
John Adams, 1776. The man is a personal hero of mine, plus it’s a great
show. Also, I'd like to play the Earl of Kent from King Lear just for the
opportunity to deliver one of the most epic insults in the history of the
English language.

4. What acting role has been your favorite?
That’s a tough choice. I’m naturally drawn to comedy, and that makes up
the vast majority of roles I’ve had to this point. But if I had to pick the role
that I am most proud of, it would be my turn as Prospero in The Tempest
at Hershey Area Playhouse. It gave me an opportunity to play a very
strong, sometimes vicious character, while still retaining some comic
sensibilities. We had a great director and an amazing cast, all of whom
were absolutely indispensable in helping me find my footing in that role.
Senex from Forum and Vice-Principal Panch from Spelling Bee are close
contenders.

5. What show would you like to see produced at OMP and why?
A relatively new show that I want to see produced is SHE KILLS MONSTERS
by Qui Nguyen. It’s a fun script set in the 90’s and tells a coming-of-age
story through the prism of a game of DUNGEONS AND DRAGONS. It’s a
strong female-centered action story as well, and that’s sadly not
something we see a whole lot of. Realizing the characters of the 5-headed
dragon Tiamat and the gelatinous cube would be an interesting artistic
challenge and give our designers a chance to really stretch themselves and
create something truly special

In Memorium – Frank Prestine
by Stephen Jahn

Oyster Mill was saddened to learn of the passing of Frank
Prestine. A pharmacist at Holy Spirit Hospital, he spent
some of his free time performing with Oyster Mill and
Little Theatre of Mechanicsburg over the years. Frank’s
last appearance with Oyster Mill was as the Italian opera
singer in Lend Me a Tenor back in 2009.
Theater was part of the Prestine family. His wife Lydia and son Fred both
appeared in a production of Oliver at Oyster Mill many years ago, and Fred
also appeared in our production of It Runs In the Family (2007).
Our condolences go out to Lydia, Fred, and the rest of the Prestine family. A
talented man lost too soon.

We are in need of individuals to volunteer behind-the-scenes in all
capacities. Oyster Mill has been fortunate to get a few new faces to
volunteer and help out with productions, but we need to keep that
volunteer effort flowing. Of the eight shows next season, we are
missing key roles in Directors, Producers and Stage Managers. In
addition, there is a need to beef up those volunteers that can design
lights and sound as well.
Without adding new volunteers to take on these roles, it will force
those who have been doing the roles in the past to fill in and possibly
cause “burnout”, thus possibly losing a volunteer for future efforts.
The goal is to have any volunteers for these “roles” mentioned above
partner up with someone who has done the job in the past and serve
as a mentor to the volunteer. The more people we can train to do
these jobs, the less pressure it puts on everyone involved. The end
result would be to distribute the work among more people, and not
have someone do the same job over and over for each production
If you are interested in learning some of these “behind-the-scenes”
roles, please contact Lois Heagy at volunteers@oystermill.com.
These jobs make up the rest of the equation that makes our
productions a success.

Oyster Mill Fundraising Committee
As with most theatrical organizations, all of the monies needed to run
the playhouse does not come directly from ticket sales. Oyster Mill
has formed a Fundraising Committee in order to finding other ways to
make the playhouse profitable.
The Fundraising Committee is seeking interested
volunteers to help with a variety of tasks aimed
at benefitting the financial health of Oyster Mill
Playhouse. For more information, please feel
free to contact Committee Chair, Liz Reusswig at
liz@emrstrategies.com or 717.592.9983.
The editions of ENCORE go out approximately the first of
every month. If you have anything you would like to
contribute to future editions, kids’ info, etc… please send
them to smjahn@comcast.net.

A big thank you to everyone who volunteered their time for postcards:
POSTCARDS – FIRST BAPTIST OF IVY GAP
ALLISON BARNO
SAM EISENHUTH
MARIE JOY HUNT
COLLEEN BARNO
SARAH EISENHUTH
KATHY LUFT
ALIZA BARDFIELD
MARTE ENGLE
RON NASON
MICHAEL BECKSTEIN
TIM FREEBORN
PAM ROHRBACH
DANE BOWERMAN
FRED HEAGY
CHARLES SMITH
KEITH BOWERMAN
TESS HEAGY
MARCIE WARNER
KIMM COOPER
CHRIS HOLBERT

Page 4

Encore
Oyster Mill 2016 Show Descriptions

SHOW: ALL MY SONS
SHOW DATES: January 22 – February 07

LICENSING COMPANY: SAMUEL FRENCH
PRIVATE PERFORMANCE DATES: January 24, 26 and February 02

What was once the winner of the Drama Critic’s award for Best New American Play is now an American classic. During World War
II, Joe Keller was accused of knowingly shipping damaged airplane parts that led to the deaths of 21 servicemen. While for the next
three and a half years he placed blame on his business partner, Herbert Deever, who was convicted of the crime, Keller was guilty
as well. When the truth comes out, Joe justifies his actions by claiming that he did it for his family. When both his family and the
Deever family find out the truth, it damages even further the psyches of both families' children, who were left scarred by their own
experiences during the war. (Written by Arthur Miller)
[DRAMA]


SHOW: ONE MAN, TWO GUVNORS
SHOW DATES: March 04 – 20

LICENSING COMPANY: DRAMATISTS PLAY SERVICE
PRIVATE PERFORMANCE DATES: March 06, 08, and 15

It’s 1963 in Brighton, England, change is in the air, and Francis Henshall is looking to make his mark. Fired from a skiffle band and in
search of work, he finds himself employed by small-time gangster Roscoe Crabbe, in town to collect a fee from his fiancée’s
gangster father. But Roscoe is really Rachel, posing as her own dead brother, herself in love with Stanley Stubbers (her brother's
killer) who, in turn, becomes our hero's other 'guvnor'. Fighting a mounting sense of confusion, Francis goes out of his way to serve
both bosses. But with the distractions of a pneumatic book keeper, a self-important actor and select members of the criminal
fraternity (not to mention his own mammoth appetite) to contend with, how long can he keep them apart? Richard Bean's
hilarious comedy received 5-star reviews from every London newspaper and was the hit of the 2012 Broadway season, receiving
four nominations for the Outer Critics Circle Award and seven Tony nominations, with James Corden taking home the Tony for Best
Actor for his performance in this uproarious comedy. (Written by Richard Bean)
[COMEDY]


SHOW: I LOVE YOU, YOU’RE PERFECT, NOW CHANGE
SHOW DATES: April 15 – May 01

LICENSING COMPANY: RODGERS AND HAMMERSTEIN
PRIVATE PERFORMANCE DATES: April 17, 19, and 26

From dating to marriage to family to senior citizen singlehood, this hilarious revue explores the life cycle of romance in a series of
vignettes. Anyone who has ever gone on a date, fallen in love, fallen out of love, had to wear a hideous bridesmaid dress in the
name of friendship, raised a family, or gritted their teeth through the inevitable “are we there yets” of the family road trip will find
this show a relatable exploration of The Relationship. (Book & Lyrics by Joe DiPietro and Music by Jimmy Roberts)
[MUSICAL]


SHOW: THE BURNING MAN
SHOW DATES: May 27 – June 12

LICENSING COMPANY: SAMUEL FRENCH
PRIVATE PERFORMANCE DATES: May 29, 31, and June 07

A gloomy hunting lodge in rural New Hampshire, an aristocratic recluse, a terrifying death and a riddle that might explain it all are
all ingredients in the fright-filled mystery thriller. Death stalks the house, and every character has hidden secrets that become
revealed throughout the play, sometimes only after they are murdered. All becomes clear as the play works its way to its spinetingling ending. (Written by Tim Kelly)
[DRAMA/MYSTERY/THRILLER]

Encore
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Oyster Mill 2016 Show Descriptions (Continued)

SHOW: BLITHE SPIRIT
SHOW DATES: July 08 – July 24

LICENSING COMPANY: SAMUEL FRENCH
PRIVATE PERFORMANCE DATES: July 10, 12, and 19

The smash comedy hit of the London and Broadway stages, this much-revered classic from the playwright of Private Lives offers up
fussy, cantankerous novelist Charles Condomine. Charles is a successful and apparently happily married novelist. In order to
conduct research about the occult, he and his second wife, Ruth, invite an eccentric medium, Madame Arcati, to conduct a séance
at their home, assuming she will be a fraud. But, Madame Arcati’s ability to connect with the dead is genuine and she inadvertently
summons a ghost from Charles’s past: Elvira, his first wife, who has been dead for seven years. Charles is now haunted (literally) by
the ghost of his late first wife, the clever and insistent Elvira. Winner! 2009 Drama Desk Award, Outstanding Revival. (Written by
Noel Coward)
[COMEDY]


SHOW: VANYA AND SONIA AND MASHA AND SPIKE
SHOW DATES: August 12 – August 28

LICENSING COMPANY: DRAMATISTS PLAY SERVICE
PRIVATE PERFORMANCE DATES: August 14, 16, and 23

Master of comedy, Christopher Durang, takes characters and themes from Chekhov, pours them into a blender and mixes them up.
The utterly hilarious and occasionally touching result is his latest play sent in present day Bucks County, Pennsylvania. Vanya and
his adopted sister Sonia have lived their entire lives in their family’s farmhouse. While they stayed home to take care of their ailing
parents, their sister Masha has been gallivanting around the world as a successful actress and movie star, leaving Vanya and Sonia
to feel trapped and regretful. Their soothsayer/cleaning woman Cassandra keeps warning them about terrible things in the future,
which include a sudden visit from Masha and her twenty-something boy toy Spike. (Written by Christopher Durang)
[DRAMATIC COMEDY]


SHOW: AN ACT OF THE IMAGINATION
SHOW DATES: September 23 – October 09

LICENSING COMPANY: SAMUEL FRENCH
PRIVATE PERFORMANCE DATES: September 25, 27, and October 04

By the author of ‘Same Time, Next Year,’ this thriller is a mash-up of fiction and reality, as a successful mystery writer’s latest novel
reveals a true-to-life scenario of an adulterous affair that ends in revelation and murder. If you’re a fan of suspenseful mysteries
featuring charming, eccentric Brits, this is a show you won’t want to miss. (Written by Bernard Slade)
[MYSTERY/THRILER]


SHOW: THE SOUND OF MUSIC
SHOW DATES: November 04 – 20

LICENSING COMPANY: RODGERS AND HAMMERSTEIN
PRIVATE PERFORMANCE DATES: November 06, 08, and 15

This perennial favorite is based on the true story of Maria, a high-spirited novice dispatched from the convent to become
governess to Captain von Trapp’s seven children. Maria captures the hearts and minds of the children, and over time, the nononsense naval Captain falls for her as well. When the Nazis invade Austria, the family must flee to safety. The motion picture
adaptation of “The Sound of Music” made Dame Julie Andrews a household name, and is still one of the most popular movie
musicals of all time.
(Book by Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse. Music by Richard Rodgers and Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II)
[MUSICAL]

IN ADDITION TO THE EIGHT SHOWS, OYSTER MILL WILL ALSO BE PRESENTING
A LIVE PERFORMANCE OF A RADIO PLAY THAT WILL RUN DECEMBER 02, 03, AND 04

