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extensive musical background. He learned swing
dancing at the age of eight, and has appeared over
the years in World War II theme dance reenactments
in Pennsylvania, Virginia, Ohio, and upstate New York.
He has also been a percussionist since the third grade.

BYE BYE BIRDIE
OPENS NOVEMBER 4
The last production of the
Oyster Mill Playhouse
2016 Season Bye Bye
Birdie opens on November
4, 2016. Director Bob
Casey has assembled a
talented and energetic
cast for this classic musical
comedy romp through
simpler times and mores in
America
when
Elvis
(remember him?) was the King and teenage girls
sobbed at the thought of him entering the Army. The
show will run for three weekends

During his years at Redland High School, John
enjoyed attending the school musicals that many of
his friends participated in and was fascinated with the
amount of energy that went into the productions. In
his senior year, John decided to audition, and was cast
as Jeter, a member of the chorus in Footloose. He had
a wonderful experience with the show.
Currently, John spends mornings attending classes at
Harrisburg Area Community College (HACC) majoring
in criminal justice and afternoons delivering furniture
for Johnny’s Discount Furniture. Between these
activities and his studies, John wasn’t sure he had
time to commit to a rehearsal schedule, but a friend
convinced him to give it a try. He is very glad that he
took the opportunity now because next year his
classes will be much more difficult and hands-on, and
he will be interning with a local police department.
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Thursday, Friday and Saturday shows are at 8:00 PM
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Spotlight on John Newcomer
by Mellissa Hurwitz

John Newcomer is thrilled to be portraying Conrad
Birdie, the leading role in OMP’s current production
of Bye Bye Birdie. At age 19, this is only John’s second
time appearing in a theater production. Although
John never had formal voice training, he does have an
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(Spotlight continued….)

It was a beautiful day to provide outreach to the
community. I look forward to participating in the
event again next year.

His goal after graduating from HACC is to attend the
Municipal Police Academy to become a police officer.
John is not sure if acting is in his future at this point,
but he said that he plans to make the most of his
Birdie endeavor while it lasts.

OMP SHOW SOUVENIRS AND LOGO
MERCHANDISE STILL AVAILABLE

NOTHING SOUR HERE —
DILLSBURG EVENT A SWEET DAY FOR OMP

The Holidays are coming and souvenir merchandise
including T-shirts, hoodies, tote bags and other item
featuring the OMP logo are available at very
reasonable prices. These items might be the perfect
gift for your theatre-loving family and friends. Take a
look at the sampling of merchandise pictured below.

by Jack Eilber
photos by Jack Eilber

We once again had a great opportunity to share some
of the wonderful things Oyster Mill Playhouse has to
offer as an all-volunteer community organization. On
Saturday, October 15, we had a table at the Dillsburg
Farmers/Arts and Crafts Fair. In addition to providing
information on the upcoming production of Bye, Bye
Birdie, we handed out our
2017 season brochures and
flyers about the Radio Plays
in December. Some of the
OMP volunteers who worked
the table were dressed in
costume to promote OMP’s
costume rentals.

Visit www.cafepress.com/oystermillplayhouse and
see the variety. Show you appreciation for the
Playhouse and help support our effort to continue to
provide quality live theatre in Central Pennsylvania.

A huge thank-you to Jill Jahn
for telling us about the event
and reaching out the
organizers to see if we could
be a part of it (which by the
way was free for Oyster Mill
Playhouse to participate) as
well as for working the table along with her husband,
Stephen Jahn. An equally big thank-you goes to Aliza
Bardfield, Marte Engle, Lois Heagy and Candilee Cain
for also working the table.

2017 SEASON SUBSCRIPTIONS
ARE ON SALE NOW

The 2017 Season Subscription brochures have been
mailed. If you did not receive one, contact the box
office at 717 737-6768. Subscriptions are already
pouring in and you don’t want to miss your
opportunity to reserve tickets for the terrific shows
chosen for production in 2017:
Murder on the Nile — Agatha Christie Mystery

During the day, we either introduced Oyster Mill
Playhouse to folks who have heard of the theater but
never have been there or to people who have never
heard of us! The Jahns spoke with a woman who is
new to the area and into theater and Marte and I met
a couple who is also new to the area and both the wife
and husband are into vocal training!

The Spitfire Grill — Musical
Superior Donuts — Comedy
Social Security — Comedy
Hollywood Arms — Comedy/Drama
Taking Leave — Drama
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Dirty Rotten Scoundrels—Musical

If you have any other questions, please contact the
production staff at spitfire@oystermill.com.

Jeeves Intervenes — Comedy
Also included in the 2017 Season Subscription as a
bonus is a reprise of the offering introduced in 2015:

A SEASON OF ENTERTAINMENT
ON THE WEST SHORE

Not the Run of the Mill play festival
STAGED READINGS OF WORKS BY LOCAL PLAYWRIGHTS

Don’t forget that Oyster Mill Playhouse is joining
with the Carlisle Theatre Company to offer a raffle
prize of two (2) full 2017 season tickets to both
theatres — a combined value of $ 436!!

AUDITIONS COMING UP FOR
SPITFIRE GRILLE

In 2017, Oyster Mill Playhouse is offering a lineup of:
Director Alice Kirkland is seeking to cast 3 males and
4 females for the second production of the Oyster Mill
Playhouse 2017 season, the delightful and moving
musical, The Spitfire Grill. The music and book are by
James Valcq, lyrics and book by Fred Alley. The show
is based on the film by Lee David Zlotoff.

Murder on the Nile
Spitfire Grill
Superior Donuts
Social Security
Hollywood Arms
Taking Leave
Dirty Rotten Scoundrels
Jeeves Intervenes
plus and evening of staged readings of the works of
local playwrights in the middle of the season

The plot follows a young
woman (Percy) recently paroled
who, based on a page from an
old travel book, arrives in a
small town in Wisconsin and
finds a place for herself working
at Hannah’s Spitfire Grill, the
only eatery in the depressed town. Hannah is offering
the Grill for sale but there are no takers, so newcomer
Percy suggests to Hannah that she raffle it off. Entry
fees are one hundred dollars and the best essay on
why you want the grill wins. Soon, mail is arriving by
the wheelbarrow full and things are definitely cookin’
at the Spitfire Grill.

Carlisle Theatre Company’s 2017 Season consist of:
Disenchanted
Sister Act
Bat Boy the Musical
Catch Me If You Can
Legally Blonde the Musical
Tickets are $ 10 apiece and available at both theatres
through November 20, 2016. The winner will be
chosen at random from the combined entries and
contacted by telephone within 2 weeks of the close of
the raffle.

Auditions will be conducted over two nights: Sunday,
December 11 and Monday, December 12, both at 7
pm. Callbacks will also be Monday, December 12 at 8
pm. Auditions will be held at the playhouse, which is
located at 1001 Oyster Mill Rd, Camp Hill, PA. Look
for more information about roles and audition
requirements at oystermill.com. Click on ‘Auditions’
and go to the Spitfire Grill link.

There is no limit on the number of entries. All
proceeds will be distributed equally between the two
theatres. Contact the OMP box office with any
questions. (717) 737 6768

The show will run for three weekends starting on
March 10, 2017, with the potential of some mid-week
benefit performances.
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Costume Design Team

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CAST AND CREW
OF AN ACT OF THE IMAGINATION

Backstage Crew/Support
Photography

The seventh production of the Oyster Mill Playhouse
2016 Season, the mystery An Act of the Imagination,
kept audiences enthralled and in suspense until the
very end of each performance. Kudos to the cast and
crew for an excellent show.

Marquee
Opening Night Reception

Linda-Louise Bush, Cheryl
Petroff, Joyce O’Donnell,
Judy Razvillas
Aliza Bardfield and cast
Ron Ross, Keith
Bowerman
Keith Bowerman
Alice Kirkland and
Lois Heagy

OYSTER MILL PLAYHOUSE
MEMBERSHIP DEAL
For readers who are not yet members of the
Metropolitan Repertory Company (the official
organization name of the Oyster Mill Playhouse), we
are offering a special membership deal — join now for
a mere $10 membership fee and you will immediately
become a member for the remainder of 2016 as well
as for the entire calendar year 2017.

The cast was as follows:
ARTHUR PUTNAM
JULIA PUTNAM
DET. SGT. FRED BURCHITT
SIMON PUTNAM
HOLLY ADAMS
BRENDA SIMMONS
BROOKE CARMICHAEL

Greg Merkel
Kathleen Tacelosky
Robert Davis
Jack Eilber
Katie Merkel
Kass McGann
Megan McClain

Membership benefits include:
 Invitations to special events held for Members of
Oyster Mill Playhouse.
 The ability to run for election to the OMP Board
of Directors
 The right to attend and vote at the 3 General
Membership Meetings held in March, June and
September. At the June Membership Meeting,
the members elect new OMP Board Officers and
Board Members-at-Large.
 The right to attend meetings of the OMP Board.
(Board meetings are open to all members as a
guest of the Board; members are entitled to
participate in discussions of OMP business, but
cannot vote.)
 The right to borrow costumes and props free of
charge if you follow a simple sign-out procedure.

The production was co-directed by Candilee Cain and
Brian S. Stewart. The directors and talented cast
were supported by an experienced and able crew:
Stage Manager
Producer
Set Designer
Set Builders

Set Dressing
Set Painting

Props
Light Design
Light Tech
Sound Design
Hair and Makeup

Carol McDonough
Alice Kirkland
Brian S. Stewart
Brian S. Stewart, Susan
Oscilowski, Jakob Gordon,
Stephen Klementowski,
and cast
Erica Hartman Stewart
Erica Hartman Stewart,
Heather Jannetta, Susan
Oscilowski
Susan Oscilowski
Bethany Frymark
John Kauffman
Carol McDonough,
Candilee Cain
Dawn Michelle Lewis

Go to the OMP website – oystermill.com – and click
on the ‘Participate’ button for more information. You
can even join online through the link to our ticketing
service.
And don’t forget to like and follow us on
Facebook
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In Memoriam
The Oyster Mill Playhouse extends condolences to the
family and friends of Amy Jordan, whose talent was
taken from us far too early in her young life. Amy had
appeared in many shows at OMP over the years, most
recently in There’s a Girl in My Soup (2011), Funny
Money (2013), and in Meanwhile Back on the Couch
(2014)

GIFT CARDS
Oyster Mill Playhouse is taking advantage of a
promotion by Texas Roadhouse to offer gift cards
useable at any Texas Roadhouse restaurant. Cards
will be available in denominations of $15 and $25.
Good for stocking stuffers and other gift-giving, 15%
of the purchase price will go to support our theatre.

Condolences also to Karen Sunday & family. Karen's
mother, Dottie Badger passed away a few weeks
ago. Karen & Dottie worked together as OMP house
staff for many years.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

OYSTER MILL PLAYHOUSE
TO RE-ENACT VINTAGE RADIO PROGRAMS

Many local business and organizations support the
Oyster Mill Playhouse mission through their
advertisements in the Playbills we produce and hand
to patrons at each OMP production. We hope that
our members, patrons, and Encore readers
appreciate their support and, in turn, will take their
business and patronage to these OMP friends:

In December, in a
special one-weekendonly, four-performance
presentation,
several
OMP actors, musicians
and foley (sound effects)
artists, under the direction of Greg Merkel, will
present four vintage radio shows: 1) The Romance of
Helen Trent, a 15-minute episode of a soap opera that
ran daily; 2) The Betty Crocker Magazine of the Air:
an episode of a regular broadcast where the listening
audience are taken through the steps of making an
Apricot Coffee Cake; 3) an episode of the comedy
series Fibber McGee and Molly; and 4) Lux Radio
Theater Presents: ‘The Bishop’s Wife.’ The 4—
program production will be presented on the OMP
stage as though we were back in the 1940s and the
shows were actually being performed in a radio
studio.

en•x•2 Marketing
(enx2marketing.com)
L.B.Smith Ford
(lbsmithford.com)
Open Stage of Harrisburg
(openstagehbg.com)
Schaedler yesco
(sydist.com)
Filson Water, LLC
(filsonwater.com)
PinnacleHealth Medical Group
(pinnaclehealth.org/PHMG)

The performances will be offered on December 2,
2016, at 8:00 pm; December 3, 2016, at 2:00 pm and
again at 8:00 pm; and on December 4, 2016, at 8:00
pm. Tickets are $10 each. 2016 Season Ticket holders
received a free ticket as a bonus when they purchased
their season subscription.

GANCOM
(gancom.com)
Kids Theatre News
(KidsTheatreNews.com/CentralPA)
Rittner’s Electric, Inc.

(rittnerselectric.com)
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and time is running out. If you have already
contributed, we are very very grateful. If you have
not, your support of this vital campaign with your taxdeductible contribution would be deeply
appreciated. Go to oystermill.com and click on
Support OMP, then Capital Campaign in the drop down menu. For more information on our quaint 91seat theatre, explore our website (oystermill.com)
and/or follow us — Oyster Mill Playhouse— on
Facebook.

Law Offices of Debra K. Wallet
(walletdeb@aol.com
Nationwide – Shoemaker’s Insurance Agency, Inc.
(shoemaker@nationwide.com)

SAVE THE DATE

The 2017 OMies Awards will be held on Sunday,
January 15, 2017

AmazonSmile
You can also support Oyster Mill Playhouse by making
on-line purchases through AmazonSmile. OMP is
registered as a charitable organization with Amazon
Smile.
 Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your
eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the
charitable organization of your choice.
 AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know.
Same products, same prices, same service.
 Support OMP by starting your shopping at
www.smile.amazon.com.

Bye Bye Postcards
Thanks to the volunteers who labeled the
publicity postcards for Bye Bye Birdie:
Aliza Bardfield  Joanne Beecher
Michael Beckstein  Keith Bowerman
Marte Engle  Lois Heagy
Chris Holbert  David Maletz
Stephen Martin
We Still Need Some Help

When you first visit AmazonSmile, you will be
prompted to select a charitable organization. Once a
charitable organization is selected, the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price
back to OMP.

The Oyster Mill Playhouse
established a goal to raise
$50,000 in a Capital
Campaign during 2016 to
fund
three
projects
important to the viability
of the facility that houses the all-volunteer
community theatre operation that has brought live
theatre entertainment to the Central Pennsylvania
area for more than 40 years. The projects were: 1)
connect to the public water system to address a
growing sulphur infiltration of its well-water; 2)
replace the aged HVAC system that heats and cools
the facility; and 3) create a reserve for the
replacement of the 20-year-old roof of the building
when that inevitably is needed.

Please note, AmazonSmile purchases cannot be
made through the Amazon phone app.

Believe it or Not
It’s time for the Play Selection Committee to begin
considering plays and musicals for the 2018 OMP
Season. If you would like to suggest a mystery,
comedy, drama, farce, or musical for the 2018
Season, send you suggestion to Production
Coordinator, Lois Heagy at — lheagy@asbury.org.
Please keep in mind that, to keep things fresh, we try
not to repeat a production that we have done in the
last 7-10 years.

To date, although we have raised sufficient funds to
undertake the first of these projects, we have not yet
made it to the half-way point toward our final goal,
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