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E NCORE

 NOT THE RUN OF THE MILL 

SUPERIOR DONUTS
RUNS THROUGH MAY 7TH

STAGED READINGS OF THE WORKS
OF LOCAL PLAYWRIGHTS

The third production of the
2017 Oyster Mill Playhouse
Season, Superior Donuts, a
comedy/drama by Tracy
Letts, the Pulitzer Prize
winning author of August:
Osage County, continues its
run through Sunday May
7th. Audience response has
been very positive and the
production received a great review from Allison
Rambler of Broadway World Central Pennsylvania which
can be found at:

Oyster Mill Playhouse is
excited and pleased to
reprise an effort started in
2015 to present staged
readings of original plays
written by playwrights from
Central Pennsylvania. This
year’s theme is For the Life
of Me… The selected
works, playwrights and a
short synopsis of the shows are as follows:

THE AUDITION
http://www.broadwayworld.com/centralpa/article/BWW-Review-SUPERIOR-DONUTS-at-OysterMill-Playhouse-20170424

by Bill Roddey

An aspiring actor goes to an open audition for a role
in a television police drama, hoping that it will change
his life. Just how much it changes is something he
doesn’t expect.

Remaining performances are on Sunday, April 30th, at
2:00 pm; Thursday, Friday and Saturday, May 4th, 5th
and 6th, at 8:00 pm; and Sunday, May 7th, at 2:00 pm.

HURRICANE WILLIAM
Tickets are available on-line at www.oystermill.com,
or contact the box-office at 717-737-6768.

by Randy Gross

A serial killer follows the path of natural disasters,
using them as a cover for his killing spree. No one
suspects anything and his murders continue
successfully until he meets his match in, no surprise,
an old man at the grocery store who is there to stock
up on all the necessities a person needs to survive.
You know, bread, milk, eggs, toilet paper, coffee………
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LISTEN KID, A HIT’S A HIT

SOCIAL SECURITY

by Colette Silvestri

OPENS ON JUNE 2ND

A writer suffering from a disabling case of writer’s
block suddenly is visited by a muse, there to help with
the script. The problem is, it isn’t the correct muse.
Suffering from a hangover as a result of a fantastic
party sometime 1000 centuries or so ago, the muse
insists that writing a great story is easy and
demonstrates just how to do it.

The fourth full production of
the 2017 Oyster Mill
Playhouse Season opens on
June 2nd and runs through
June 18th. Director Patrice
Whitson has assembled a
great cast for the uproarious
comedy, Social Security, a
hilarious comedy by critically
acclaimed
Hollywood
screenwriter,
Bergman.

CIRCUS SCRAPES
by Barbara Tranin Blank

The circus is in town and a retired aerialist brings her
daughter to try out for the show. When the trainer for
the circus’ trapeze artists insists that her daughter
doesn’t have the stuff to make the team, the mom,
now a schoolteacher, fills in the story of her
daughter’s life to make him understand.

Andrew

The lives of New York art gallery owners Barbara and
David Kahn, are upended when Barbara’s sister Trudy
deposits their elderly and eccentric mother, Sophie,
on the couple's doorstep to be looked after so that
Trudy and her husband Martin can head off to rescue
their sexually precocious college student daughter
from a ménage a trois with two men. Romantic and
comic sparks fly when Barbara and David introduce
Sophie to suave Maurice Koenig, an elderly minimalist
artist client who offers to paint Sophie’s portrait.

THE THREE-HEADED COIN
by Bill Roddey

An older married couple brings together two younger
friends for a blind date at a restaurant, hoping the
younger couple will see just how great it is to be
married. Hilarity ensues as the waiter comes to take
their orders and to upset their plans.

The show will run for three weekends.
JUNE 2017

JUST ONE

S

by Colette Silvestri

Just another day in Hell! A collection of motley souls
gather in a waiting room for coffee and to complain
about each other and the accommodations to the
resident soul in charge, who spends time on the phone
with his boss, Lou. Suddenly the boss announces that
“today is the day an angel appears to take a reformed
soul to Heaven.” An angel indeed appears and the
selection process begins.
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Thursday, Friday and Saturday performances are at 8:00 PM
Sunday matinee performances are at 2:00 PM

The staged readings will be held at Oyster Mill
Playhouse on May 12th and 13th at 8pm, and May 14th
at 2pm. Tickets are $10. Visit www.oystermill.com or
call the box office at 717-737-6768 for tickets.
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Spotlight on
Susan Wray Danowitz

AUDITIONS FOR HOLLYWOOD ARMS IN MAY
Director Carol McDonough is
seeking to cast 5 males,
5 females, 1 boy, and 1 girl
for the fifth show of our 2017
season, HOLLYWOOD ARMS
by Carrie Hamilton & Carol
Burnett.

by Mellissa Hurwitz

Susan Wray Danowitz has performed in many shows
at local community theaters over the years. She
began acting while living in Lewistown, Pennsylvania,
and attending Penn State University. She decided to
volunteer to work backstage on a production of Laura
at the Stone Arch Players in Lewistown, but was asked
to audition instead. She ended up being cast as the
lead. Susan also appeared in their production of
Arsenic and Old Lace.

Auditions will be conducted
over two nights: Sunday, May 14th and Monday, May
15th, both at 7 pm. Callbacks will also be Monday,
May 15th at 8 pm. Auditions will be held at the
Playhouse, which is located at 1001 Oyster Mill Rd,
Camp Hill, PA. For character descriptions and other
information check the Oyster Mill Playhouse website
– oystermill.com.

After college, Susan moved to the Harrisburg area and
continued acting in shows such as Inherit the Wind at
Theatre Harrisburg and the 1982 production of A
Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum at
Oyster Mill, when the organization was still known as
The Metropolitan Repertory Company.

The show will run for three weekends starting July 7,
2017, with the potential of some mid-week benefit
performances.

But not long after that, during her years working for
CCNB Bank and raising her four children, Susan found
she had little time for theater, although she never lost
her love for it. About ten years ago, Susan began
auditioning again, and has tried to perform in one or
two shows per year. Some of her favorites were
Extremities at Hershey Area Playhouse; Three
Viewings, and Sylvia at Little Theater of
Mechanicsburg; and Lend Me A Tenor, Dixie Swim
Club, and Vanya & Sonia & Masha & Spike here at
Oyster Mill Playhouse.

JULY 2017
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Thursday, Friday and Saturday performances are at 8:00 PM
Sunday matinee performances are at 2:00 PM

Susan has also taken some acting classes, including a
classical Shakespeare class and a class on the Meisner
Technique at Open Stage. Susan has appeared in an
independent film and a couple of commercials, but
she prefers live theater to film. She likes the audience
feedback and the experience of being in a theater
“family” with the cast of each show. We welcome
Susan back to OMP where she will be portraying
Barbara Kahn in our upcoming production of Social
Security.

If you have any questions, please contact the
production staff at hollywood@oystermill.com.

BOARD CANDIDATES SOUGHT
While the Oyster Mill Playhouse is always in need of
volunteers of many skills and talents to support the
various productions and endeavors undertaken, the
organization also requires dedicated members to
guide its governance and decision-making.
Consequently, we are always looking for people to
serve on our community theatre’s Board of Directors.
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The Oyster Mill Playhouse Board of Directors consists
of a 7-member Executive Board — President, Vice
President, Secretary, Treasurer, Business Manager,
Production Coordinator and Public Relations Officer
— supported by 8 Members-at-Large. The Executive
Board Members serve for a 2-year term, and
Members-at-Large are elected annually each June.
The terms of the Executive Board Members are
staggered for election in even and odd numbered
years.

Coordinator and Public Relations Officer, and for the
election of 8 Members-at-Large to serve 1-year terms
on the 15-member Board of Directors. (The terms of
the current holders of the offices of Vice-President,
Treasurer, and Business Manager run through June
30th of 2018).
Picnic refreshments will be provided by the current
Board Members following the meeting.
A Special Edition of the OMP ENCORE newsletter will
be issued to the membership in early June with a list
of candidates for the various positions that need to
be filled. Candidate information and bios will be
included in that publication.

In 2017, the Executive Board positions up for election
are: President, Secretary, Production Coordinator and
Public Relations Officer. As noted above, all 8
Members-at-Large will be elected at the OMP General
Membership Meeting in June.

Only current paid-up members will be eligible to vote
at the membership meeting. To become a member,
see further information at: oystermill.com. (click on
‘participate’ then click on ‘membership’).

Unlike some other organizations, there is no financial
obligation associated with being an OMP Board
Member. As you know, however, OMP is an allvolunteer organization with no paid staff and its
Board is a working board, managing all the activities
and governance of the organization. Board meetings
are held monthly, and Board members are expected
to attend at least 9 of the 12 Board meetings, unless
excused.

Come to the Meeting and VOTE!!

Oyster Mill Volunteers will be at
2017 Community Day, New Cumberland

If you yourself cannot serve on the board, perhaps
you can assist by helping to find people to fill the
available Board positions. Ask people you know if
they would be interested in serving on the OMP
board.

Look for the Oyster Mill Playhouse tent on 3rd Street
among the vendors and exhibitors at Community Day
in New Cumberland on May 6th. Volunteers will be
handing out information and talking to the passers-by
as part of this annual celebration of the New
Cumberland community.

If you or someone you know is interested in serving
on the Oyster Mill Playhouse Board, contact, or have
them contact, Nominating Committee Chair, Carol
McDonough at mcdono9813@aol.com.

The event takes place in downtown New Cumberland
and this year will even bigger with vendors and
exhibitors on 3rd Street, 4th Street, and on Market
Square.

General Membership Meeting June 25th
A meeting of the general membership of the Oyster
Mill Playhouse will be held on June 25, 2017 at the
Playhouse, 1001 Oyster Mill Road starting at 5:00pm.
The primary purpose of the meeting will be the
election of members to serve a 2-year term in the
offices of President, Secretary, Production

In addition to the Oyster Mill Playhouse exhibit, there
will be vendors, artisans, crafters, farmers market
food, plant and produce vendors. Admission is free
and the hours are from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. Stop by
and say hello.
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